DIPLOMACY  AND  WAR----LAST  ROUND

Isle of Wight affairs might not have turned out so satisfactorily
for the English. Losing this advantage, however, and being kept
at sea by Lisle's tactics for nearly a month, the French admiral
found his crews and soldiers dying from the plague in their
hundreds, and so was forced to give up the lavishly-planned
enterprise, defeated by his own mistake, and his misfortunes
almost as much as by his enemies' carefully restrained defensive
tactics.

In the preceding chapter we have already seen the final
result of the Scottish plan, in the ravaging of the country
carried out in the late summer by Hertford in revenge for Ancrum
Moor. At Boulogne there was still 'hope. While d'Annebault
had held the Channel the invading garrison had been virtually
blockaded, and du Biez had been able to build up his fort at the
entrance to the harbour. Once the French fleet had dispersed,
however, food supplies were run in daily, and the garrison still
held out, till at the end of September the French raised the siege.
In consequence, the year closed with England in an infinitely
more advantageous position than when peace negotiations had
failed the previous autumn. Moreover, during the year, Henry
had again by judicious reprisals made it quite clear to Charles
that he would not put up with injuries to his subjects in the
Emperor's dominions nor yet to repeated violations of the treaty.
During the summer, as the strength of Henry's position became
more and more evident, the Emperor became more and more
ready to honour his obligations under the treaty. In July, in the
middle of the ' invasion', Henry sent the following e strong'
letter to his ambassador with Charles.

xv.To THIRLBY

[July 28, 1545.]

Right Reverend Father in God, &c. Signifying unto you
that the Emperor's Ambassador hath been here with us to declare
that upon occasion of our letters lately written to his master for
the sending of the aid, which he is bound to furnish us by virtue
of the treaty, he had commission to commune with us or our
Council for the ecclarcissement of the treaty, and thereupon
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